NEW YORK STATE

CODE OF ETHICS FOR EDUCATORS

Statement of Purpose

The Code of Ethics 15 a public statement by educators that sels
clear expectations and principles to guide practice and inspire
professional excellence, Educators believe a commanly held set
of principles can assistin the ndividual exercise of professional
judgment. This Code speaks to the core values of the profession.
“Educator” as used throughout means all educators serving
New York schools in positions requiring a certificate, including
classroom teachers, school leaders and pupl] personnel service
providers,

Principle 1

Educators nuriure the intellectual, phesical, emobional, seaal,
and avie potential of ench student. Educators promote growth
m all students through the integration of intellectual, phy=cal,
emptional sovial and aviclearming: They respect the mherent
dignity and worth of sach individual. Educators help students
tovalue their own ddentity, learn more about their cultural
heritage, and praclice soval and avicresponsibitities. They help
students to refllect on their own learming and connect it to their
life gxpenenoe. They engage students in activities that
encourage diverse approaches and solubions toussoes, while
providing a ange of ways for students to demonstrate their
ahilities.and learming: They foster the development of students
who can analyze, synthesize, evaluate and communicaty
mformation elfectively.

Principle 2

Hducators areate, support, and mantain challenging learming
environments forall, Educators apply thetr prafessional
knowledge o promote student learming. They know the
curricuium and utilize @ range of siralegies and assessments (o
address differences. Educalors develop and implement
programs hased upon a strong understanding of himan
development and learning theary, They support & challenging
learming evpviranment, Thisy advocate for necessary mesoures to
teach to lgherlovels of learming, They establish and mantam
clear standards of behavior and avility, Educdtors am role
models, displiying the habits of mind and work necessary o
divelop and apply knowledge while simultaneously displaying
i curiosity and enthusiasm for leaming: They mvite sludents to
become active, mouisitive, and discermimg individuals who
reflect upon and monitos their own learming:

Principle 3

Bilueators commit 1o their own learniing in oeder to develop
their practioe. Educators recognize that professional knowledge
and development are the foundations of thelr practice. They
know thelr subject matter, and they, undeestand how shadents
[earn. Educators respect the veciprocal nature of learning
betwern educators and students: They engage (0o variety of
mdividuaal and collaborative learning expenences essential to
develop professionally and to promote student learning, They
draw an and contribute o vanous forms of educational reséarch
o improve their own practice

Principle 4

Educatars collapbarate silh colleagues and other professianals in
the Interest of student learning, Educators endourags and
suppaort their colleagues tobuild and maintain high standards.
They participale in dedisions regarding curriculum, instruction
and assessment:desgns, and they shere responsibility for the
governanee of schools: They copperate with community
agenaes in using resources and building comprehensive sel'vices
nsuppart obstudents. Educators respect fellow professionals
and believe thal all have the right Lo teach and learn in a
prifessional and supportive environment. They participate m
thi preparation and induction of new educators and in
professionel development for all staff,

Principle 5

Educators colliborate with parents and community, building
trust and respecting confidentiality, Educators partnen with
parents and other members of lhe community to enhance school
programs and to promote student learning, They also recognize
how cultural and linguistic heritage, gender, family and
commumily shape experience and learning. Educators respect
the private nature of the special knowledga they have about
students and their families and usa that knowledge only in the
studenls’ best interests. They advocate for fair opportunity for
all cluldren,

Principle 6

Edueators advimee the intellectual and ethical foundation of the
learning community. Educators recognize the obhigations of the
trust placed in them, They share the respomnsibility for
understanding what is known, pursaing turther knowledge,
contributing to the generation of knowledge, and transkating
knowledge mto comprehensible forms. They help students
understanct that knowledge is oftén comipléx and somelimes
paradoxical, Educators are confdantes, mentors and advocatles
for their students’ growth and development. As modets for
youth and the public: they embody intelloctoal henesty,
diplomacy, tact and fairness

Thiz Codieshall not/be used s o basis for diselpline by any
emplover and shall not be used by the State Education
Department as a basis for a proceeding under Porl 83 of
Commissioner’s Regulations, nor shall it serve a5 2 basis for
decisions pertainimg 1o certification or employment fh New
York State. Conversély, this Code shall not be interpreted or
used to diminish the authodty of any public school employer
o evaluste or discipling any employee dnder provisionsof
law, regulation. or collective bargaining agreement,
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