REQUIREMENT FOR COURSEWORK IN THE AREA OF CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

         THE  PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 3004 of the education law is amended by adding two new subdivisions 4 and 5 to read as follows:

4.  The  commissioner  shall  prescribe regulations requiring that all persons applying on or after february second, two thousand seven  for  a teaching  certificate  or  license  as  a  special  education teacher or instructor for the purposes pursuant  to  article  eighty-nine  of  this chapter or a school administrator who works in special education, shall, in  addition  to  all the other certification or licensing requirements, have completed course work or training in area of children with  autism. The  course  work  or  training shall be obtained from an institution or provider which has been approved  by  the  department  to  provide  such course work or training in the needs of autistic children.
5.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the commissioner is authorized and empowered to certify all teachers, administrators and instructors in the area of autistic needs. The commissioner shall have the power to prescribe the necessary regulations and establish such programs and training related to the needs of autistic children. Such programs and training shall be obtained from an institution or provider which has been approved by the department to provide such programs and training for such certification.

This act shall take effect July 1, 2006; provided, however, that effective immediately, the addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the implementation of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed to be made and completed on or before such effective date.

