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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR PART-TIME STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you of an amendment to section 145-2.1
of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education relating to State student financial
assistance for part-time students with disabilities. The amendment defines the part-time study
or attendance requirement for State student financial assistance for students with disabilities
as enrollment for at least 3 but less than 12 semester hours in a semester and at least 2 but
less than 8 semester hours in a quarter. The Regents approved the amendment at their July
1999 meeting, to be effective September 1, 1999.

Chapter 332 of the Laws of 1998 amended subdivision (4) of section 661 of the
Education Law to eliminate the full-time attendance requirement for students with disabilities.
Such students were thus eligible for Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) awards (which

otherwise require full-time attendance), providing the students carried a part-time course load
as defined by the Commissioner.

Section 145-2.1 of the Regulations defines part-time study as enrollment for at least 6
semester hours in a semester. However, the sponsors of Chapter 332 advised the
Department that the intent was for students with disabilities to be eligible if they enroll for at

least 3 semester hours in a semester. The amendment to section 145-2.1 approved by the
Regents fulfills that intent.

Attached is the text of Chapter 332 of the Laws of 1998 and the amended regulation.

If you have questions, please contact Ms. Jeremy Weis of my staff at (51 8) 474-5109 or via
email to jweis@mail.nysed.gov.
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