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BETTER BEGINNINGS AWARD (BBA)

Background

This award was created to honor Helen Bach
Moss, a young educator who died suddenly in
1988, but only after touching the lives of many
people. She was ever respectful of students and
their parents. When she died, her family and
friends petitioned the Board of Regents to
establish a memorial fund and provided an
endowment to award a cash stipend of $1,000 to
the winning elementary teacher.

The spirit of the award is that better beginnings
make stronger completions.

The award recognizes early childhood education
as the most effective investment for long-term
success.

Eligibility

Any appropriately credentialed teacher teaching
at the elementary level (N-6) is eligible to
receive this award.

Process

Nominees must submit a simple application that
includes the completion of a basic data sheet
and statements of nomination from students,
parents, administrators, community members,
and other teachers.

Selection

Nominations are evaluated by a selection
panel to determine the degree to which
the nominee exhibits the qualities
demonstrated by Mrs. Moss. The
selection panel then meets personally
with the five finalists to choose a winner.
That individual is honored at a ceremony
at his or her school.

Dr. Michael Moss, the fund's principal
benefactor, and representatives from the
State Education Department present the
award.

For information please contact:

David Lovell
New York State Education Department
Office of K-16 Initiatives and Access
Programs
Teacher Development Programs Unit
Room 1069 EBA
89 Washington Avenue
Albany, NY 12234

(518) 486-6042

TDPR @mail.nysed.gov



